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general bias either toward the conventional
or the naturalistic.

The designs of past periods show marked
family characteristics. When these charac-
teristics are the result of the impress of the
personality of a particular man or group of
men, or people, they are sometimes referred
to as belonging to the school of the man,
men or people, as the School of Wm. Morris,
the pre-Raphaelite School, or the Flemish
School. The laws of composition govern
decorative design from the technical point
of view. A design may be (i) a unit or sin-
gle complete composition, in which case it
must have one main focal point or climax,
or at most two, toward which all other parts
of the design must lead, or (2) it may be of
a repetitive character, like wall paper, the
running ornament of a frieze or the diaper
pattern. While each part of a composition
must eventually lead to the climax or focal
point, successive parts must contrast one
with the other and for full effect the climax
must always have its background. In a large
design there may be minor focal points which
in turn lead to the principal focal point. See
ARCHITECTURE.

Desire, a condition of consciousness char-
acterized by a longing or craving for some
object mentally presented or represented. De-
sire is distinguished from impulse by its in-
tellectual quality: that is, by the fact that it
always has reference to a presentation or
pictured object. It also implies lack of sat-
isfaction of the impulse upon which it rests;
the object, furthermore, which excites desire
must be contemplated as standing in some
relation to the person desiring it. The na-
ture of desire has been treated rather vague-
ly by most psychologists, some classing it
with feeling and emotion, others with voli-
tion or will.

Desmids, a group of single-celled fresh-
water algae, closely related to diatoms.

0es Moines, capital and largest city of
Iowa, and county seat of Polk co., is situated
on the Des Moines River. The principal pub-
lic buildings are the State Capitol, State His-
torical Building, IL S. Government Building,
Coliseitm, Municipal Court, Auditorium, and
Public Library. Colleges and schools include
Brake University, Des Moines University,
Grand View College (Danish Lutheran), Still
College of Osteopathy, and others. The lead-
ing industries are printing and publishing, the
manufacture of bread and bakery products,
butter, confectionery and ice-cream, flour-
mill and grist-mill products^ patent medicines*

lumber, stoves and hot-air furnaces, brick and
tile products, foundry and machine-shop prod-
ucts, and fur goods. Fort Des Moines was es-
tablished in 1843, in order to guarantee gov-
ernment protection to the Sac and Fox In-
dians. In 1846 emigrants from Ohio, Indiana,
Kentucky, and Missouri settled there, and in
1851 the town of Fort Des Moines was incor-
porated. In 1857 it received a city charter un-
der its present name, and replaced Iowa City
as the State capital; p. 159,819.
Des Moines River, the most important
waterway of Iowa. The w. fork rises in South-
western Minnesota, and is joined in Hum-
boldt co , Iowa, by the e. fork, which flows
from Okamanpadu Lake in Northern Iowa.
The river then flows s e. through Iowa, join-
ing the Mississippi near Keokuk. It is 550 m.
in length and has a drainage area of 14,500 m.
Des Moines University, a co-educational
institution under Baptist control, located in
Des Moines, Iowa, where is was established in
1865. For recent statistics see Table of Amer-
ican Colleges and Universities under the
heading UNIVERSITY.
Desmoulins, Lucie Simplice Camille
Benoit (1760-94), French revolutionist, was
born in Guise, Picardy. On July 12, 1789, he
harangued the people on the dismissal of
Necker, and instigated that pillage of arms
which prepared the way for the destruction
of the Bastille on July 14. On July 18 his
brilliant pamphlet La France Ubre appeared,
followed shortly after by the Discoms de la
lanterne aux Parisiens, by which he earned the
soubriquet 'Attorney-General to the Lantern.*
An ardent hero worshipper, Desmoulins as-
sociated himself first with Mirabeau and later
with Danton. He was elected to the National
Convention which followed the march of the
mob on the Tuileries (Aug. 10), and voted,
with the party of the 'Mountain/ for the
death of the king. In May, 1793, urged on by
Robespierre, he published his truculent His-
toire des Brissotins. On the night of March 30,
1794, he was arrested with Danton and was
guillotined a week later. Consult Carlyle's
French Revolution.
Desna, a river of Russia, an affluent of the
Dnieper. It rises in the government of Smo-
lensk and follows a southerly course for a dis-
tance of more than 600 rn., being navigable to
Briansk in Orel government. It has a drain-
age area of approximately 33,500 sq.m.
De Soto, Hernando, or Fernando (c,
1496-1542), Spanish soldier and explorer, was
born in Badajoz, Estremadura. In 1532 De
Soto joined Pizarro, assisting in the conquest